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their former friendship. The Duke advanced along
the platform to meet Mr. Huskisson, who was
approaching him, and held out his hand in cordial
greeting. Before Huskisson had well time to take
the proffered hand some alarm was caused by the
reported approach of a locomotive, and a cry was
raised to those who were standing outside admonish-
ing them to get into the carriages again. Huskisson
was standing by the open door of one of the car-
riages, and was not quick in getting in, probably
because of his physical weakness. The open door
at which he stood was struck by the locomotive, and
Huskisson received injuries so severe that he died
almost immediately after being removed to a neigh-
bouring parsonage. The fatal event, of course, cast
the deepest gloom over the whole party ; the Minis-
ters were only induced not to break up the cere-
monial at once by the fear that some terrible alarm
might be spread over Manchester. This was again
a season of alarms, and no one could tell what
exaggerated form bewildered rumour might not take
if none of the members were to arrive at the place of
their destination. Nothing seemed more probable
than that an affrighted tale might be spread about
the assassination of the Ministers of the Crown in a
body, and might lead to the widest disturbances. In
any case it was earnestly urged upon the Ministers
that the death of Mr. Huskisson might be set down
as one of the inevitable consequences of venturing
on a railway journey, and that the prospects of the
whole railway system might be severely damaged for
some time to come. The Ministers, therefore, went